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WVDEP interprets the above section of the AST Act (Chapter 22, Article 30) to address ancillary equipment used in primary field operations related to the production and gathering of crude oil and natural gas.  Examples of this equipment could include but are not limited to: 

· Productions separators
· Filter systems
· Cooling towers
· Dehydrators
· Equipment associated with pipeline “pigging”
· Equipment used to “sweeten” gas by removal of sulfur
· Equipment used to increase or decrease compression

WVDEP believes this equipment to be analogous to process vessels as they are defined in §§22-30-3 (8).   WVDEP does not believe this section of code exempts or excludes produced water, brine or crude oil aboveground storage tanks from the statutory definition of an AST or the regulatory system imposed by the AST Act.  
